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Claims 

[ci] A healthcare claims management and payment transac- 
tion system comprising: 

a registration mechanism constructed and arranged to 
generate and transmit a message representing registra- 
tion information to the system; 
a claim submission mechanism constructed and ar- 
ranged to generate and transmit a message representing 
claim information to the system; and 
a claim processing mechanism constructed and ar- 
ranged, 

to receive a message representing claim information 
generated and transmitted by the claim submission 
mechanism9 

to receive a message representing registration informa- 
tion generated and transmitted by the registration 
mechanism, and 

to generate and transmit a message representing pay- 
ment authorization to a payment mechanism, the pay- 
ment authorization being based at least in part on the 
registration information and the claim information. 

[c2] The system of claim 1, wherein the registration mecha- 



nism is further constructed and arranged to receive a 
message representing registration information from one 
or more user. 

[c3] The system of claim 1, wherein the claim submission 
mechanism is further constructed and arranged to re- 
ceive a message representing claim information from 
one or more users. 

[c4] The system of claim 1, wherein the claim processing 

mechanism is further constructed and arranged to gen- 
erate and transmit a message representing claim infor- 
mation and payment authorization to the registration 
mechanism. 

[c5] The system of claim 4, wherein the registration mecha- 
nism is further constructed and arranged to generate 
and transmit a message containing some or all of the 
claim information, registration information and/or pay- 
ment authorization to one or more users 

[c6] The system of claim 1, wherein the payment authoriza- 
tion is based in part on the claim information as com- 
pared to one or more templates and/or rule sets._ 

[c7] The system of any of claims 1-6, wherein the payment 
mechanism is constructed and arranged to receive a 
message containing payment authorization from the 



claim processing meclianism, and to generate and trans- 
mit a funds transfer message based upon such autho- 
rization to cause funds to be transferred from a funded 
account to a provider account. 

[c8] The system of claim 1, wherein the claim processing 

mechanism is further constructed and arranged to gen- 
erate and transmit a message representing some or all of 
the claim information, the registration information and/ 
or the payment authorization to an insurance submission 
mechanism. 

[c9] The system of claim 8, wherein 

the insurance submission mechanism is further con- 
structed and arranged to generate and transmit a 
message representing an insurance claim action; 
the claim processing mechanism is further con- 
structed and arranged to receive a message repre- 
senting insurance claim action from the insurance 
submission mechanism, and to generate and trans- 
mit a second funds transfer message representing 
payment authorization to the payment mechanism, 
the payment authorization based at least in part on 
the insurance claim action and the registration infor- 
mation. 



[ciO] A method of managing and paying healthcare claims, the 



method comprising: 

by a registration meclianism, generating a message rep- 
resenting registration information to tlie system; 
by a claim submission mechanism, generating a message 
representing a healthcare claim to the system; and 
by a claim processing mechanism, 
obtaining a message representing registration informa- 
tion generated by the registration mechanism, 
obtaining a message representing a healthcare claim 
generated by the claim submission mechanism, and 
generating and transmitting a message representing 
payment authorization to a payment mechanism, the 
payment authorization being based at least in part on 
the claim information and the registration information. 

[cii] The method of claim 10 further comprising the claim 
submission mechanism receiving a message represent- 
ing a healthcare claim from one or more users 

[ci2] The method of claim 10, further comprising the claim 
processing mechanism generating and transmitting a 
message representing the healthcare claim and the pay- 
ment authorization to the registration mechanism. 

[ci3] The method of claim 10, wherein the payment autho- 
rization is based in part on the claim information as 
compared to one or more templates and/or rule sets. 



[ci4] The method of claim 10, further comprising the registra- 
tion mechanism generating and transmitting a message 
containing some or all of the claim information, registra- 
tion information and/or payment authorization to one or 
more users. 

[ci5] The method of any of claims 10-14, further comprising 
the payment mechanism receiving a message containing 
payment authorization from the claim processing mech- 
anism, and generating and transmitting a message to 
cause funds to be transferred from a funded account to a 
provider account. 

[ci6] The method of claim 10, further comprising the claim 
processing mechanism generating and transmitting a 
message representing some or all of the claim informa- 
tion the registration information and/or the payment au- 
thorization to an insurance submission mechanism. 

[ci7] A memory for storing data for access by an application 
program being executed on a data processing system, 
comprising: 

a data structure stored in the memory, said data struc- 
ture including 

information relating to one or more users issued by a 
registration server. 



claim information relating to services performed by or on 
behalf of any of said one or more users, said claim infor- 
mation being issued by a claim submission server, and 
payment authorization information issued by the data 
processing system of the present invention, said pay- 
ment authorization being based at least on the registra- 
tion information, the claim information and one or more 
templates and/or rule sets. 

[ci8] A system for managing, processing and paying health- 
care claims, the system comprising: 
a claims submission mechanism having means for issu- 
ing electronic signals representing claim information to 
the system; 

a registration mechanism having means for issuing elec- 
tronic signals representing registration information to 
the system; and 

a claims processing mechanism comprising 
means for obtaining electronic signals representing 
claim information issued by the claims submission 
mechanism, 

means for obtaining electronic signals representing reg- 
istration information issued by the registration mecha- 
nism, and 

means for issuing electronic signals representing pay- 
ment authorization, the payment authorization being 



based at least on the claim information and the registra- 
tion information. 

[ci9] The system of claim 18, wherein the registration mecha- 
nism further comprises means for obtaining an elec- 
tronic signal representing registration information from 
one or more users, and the claim submission mechanism 
further comprises means for obtaining an electronic sig- 
nal representing claim information from one or more 
users. 

[c20] The system of claim 18, wherein the payment authoriza- 
tion is based further on the claim information as com- 
pared to one or more templates and/or rule sets. 

[c2i] The system in claim 18, further comprising a payment 
mechanism comprising means for obtaining electronic 
signals representing payment authorization from the 
claim processing mechanism, and means for issuing 
electronic signals to cause funds to be transferred from a 
funded account to a provider account. 

[c22] An apparatus for managing, processing and paying 
healthcare claims, the apparatus comprising: 
a mechanism constructed and adapted to receive a mes- 
sage representing registration information; 
a mechanism constructed and adapted to receive a mes- 



sage representing healthcare claim information; and 
a mechanism constructed and adapted to generate and 
transmit a message representing payment authorization. 

[c23] The apparatus of claim 22, wherein the mechanism is 
further constructed and adapted to generate and trans- 
mit a message containing claim information and action 
to one or more users. 

[c24] The apparatus of claim 22, wherein the payment autho- 
rization is based in part on the claim information as 
compared to one or more templates and/or rule sets. 

[c25] The apparatus of any of claims 22 - 24, wherein the 

mechanism is further constructed and adapted to gener- 
ate and transmit a message representing some claim in- 
formation and registration information, to an insurance 
submission mechanism. 

[c26] An apparatus for managing, processing and paying 
healthcare claims, the apparatus comprising: 
means for receiving electronic signals representing a 
healthcare claim; 

means for receiving electronic signals representing reg- 
istration information; 

means for generating a message based on the healthcare 
claim and the registration information, the message 



specifying payment autliorization for a sum certain; and 
means for transmitting electronic signals representing 
the payment authorization message to a payment mech- 
anism. 

[c27] The apparatus of claim 26, further comprising means for 
transmitting electronic signals representing claim infor- 
mation and payment authorization to a registration 
mechanism. 

[c28] The apparatus of claim 26, wherein the payment autho- 
rization is based further on the claim information as 
compared to one or more templates and/or rule sets. 

[c29] The apparatus of any of claims 26-28, further compris- 
ing means for transmitting electronic signals represent- 
ing some claim information, registration information and 
payment authorization to an insurance submission 
mechanism. 

[c30] Computer readable media tangibly embodying a program 
of instructions executable by a computer to perform a 
method of managing, processing and paying healthcare 
claims in an electronic transaction system, the method 
comprising, by a claims processing mechanism: 
receiving electronic signals representing claim informa- 
tion from a claims submission mechanism; 



receiving electronic signals representing registration in- 
formation from a registration mechanism; 
creating a message based on claim information and reg- 
istration information, the message specifying claim pay- 
ment authorization; and 

sending electronic signals representing the message to a 
payment mechanism requesting claim payment. 

[c3i] At least one computer programmed to execute a process 
for managing, processing and paying claims, the process 
comprising: 

receiving electronic signals representing a claim; 
receiving electronic signals representing registration in- 
formation; 

creating a payment authorization message specifying 
payment of the claim; and 

causing electronic signals representing the payment au- 
thorization message to be sent to a payment mecha- 
nism. 

[c32] The computer of claim 31, wherein the payment autho- 
rization is based in part on the claim information as 
compared to one or more templates and/or rule sets. 

[c33] The computer of claim 32, wherein the process further 
comprises 

creating a message representing some claim informa- 



tion, registration information and payment authoriza- 
tion; and 

causing electronic signals representing the message to 
be sent to an insurance submission mechanism. 



